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2.Health Concerns
2.1 Experience from Operation Evergreen and similar programmes overseas suggest that some 

people will suffer adverse health effects as a result of exposure to Btk spray.

2.2 A large number of people living in the area to receive aerial spraying with Btk are financially 
disadvantaged and some of those people who suffer adverse health effects as a result of exposure 
to Btk spray may not seek treatment.

2.3 A number of individuals may be at a greater risk of significant adverse health effects than the 
general population.  Such people would include those with severe multiple allergies, unstable 
(brittle) asthma, significant immune defects, diabetes, and heightened chemical sensitivities, 
particularly when they are known to be sensitive to one or more of the ‘inert’ components of 
Foray 48B.

2.4 Every effort must be made to minimize the effects of spray on pets and wild life.  Consideration 
should be given to the provision of veterinary advice and assistance at the medical centre,

3. Campaign

3.1 The campaign must be directed by a Waitakere-based supervisor, who directs and co-
ordinates all activities.

3.2 The director must be supported by a team using the best expertise available in NZ (or from 
overseas if necessary).
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Given that aerial spraying is to be highly targeted, the opportunity exists to reduce spray drift on to homes to 
an absolute minimum.  We propose the following:

1. Collect accurate data on spray drift distance, which will be a function of 
1.1. Droplet size
1.2. Wind speed
1.3. Helicopter downdraft and spraying height

2. For each geographical area to be sprayed, determine the wind speed and direction criteria that will 
prevent spray drift onto dwellings in the area.  It must be ensured that no spraying occurs when these 
criteria are exceeded.

Note that these criteria should also be applied to spraying in the vicinity of the motorway to prevent 
spray drift affecting vehicle occupants.

Where spray drift onto dwellings is unavoidable, every effort must be made to identify those 
occupants that may be at risk.  This would include determining the primary language of the 
householder and making all written and oral communications in that language.
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